Praise the Lord, O my soul, all my inmost being, praise His holy name.

Psalm 103 v 1
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Thanks for this months contributions to; (in no particular ordef)

Graham Hedges Helen Foster Brian Fletcher
Joan Pattle Ella Dickersamvw.dltk-kids.com
Rita Fisher David Smithers Edna Handley
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Please support our regular meetings by either attendance or prayer

Sunday Morning family orientated Service from 11.00 to approximately 12.15 (with Sunday
Clubs for children)

Ladies Meeting following the Morning Service from 12.45 to 1.30 (2nd and 4th Sundays)
Sunday Evening time of Praise and Worship from 18.30 to approximately 19.45

Monday Evening Girls Brigade 18.30 to 20.00 (4-9, 10-14+ Groups)

Thursday Evening Prayer Meeting 20.00 to 21.00 (1st and 3rd Thursdays)

Friday Evening Boys Brigade 18:30 to 19.45 (8-11) & 19.30 — 21.30 (11-15, 16+)

February Birthdays

Chantelle Gorchara 1

Carol Taylor 8

Ethan Holt 9 B

Christian Firth 15

Aaliyah Burns 19 G

Precious Serwaa-Kusi 21 (
Shade Aderibigbe 22

Daniel Phipps 25 B (

Eric H Liddell
Olympic Gold Medallist

There are many people today who think of those who honour Sunday in the old-fashioagdsy
kill-joys. They feel that during the years of youth they ought to have a chaachkave their fling’.
Give me the day of rest, when all that savours of organised games can be put on onansids!
life’s joys will be greater because of it. To me personally it is a time of comamuand fellowship
with God — a time of quiet, in fact, a time of re-creation by fellowship with God. ldwelithat
Sunday as we have had it in the past is one of the greatest helps in a young nfarit keep all

that is noblest, truest and best. That is why | say ‘young person stand for the&u for by losing it

you will lose far more that the day; you will lose the spirit that it starfids.

Writers Required!

I’'m still looking for original articles to publish in our monthly newsletter — natendtow large or
small and whether it be testimony or just something you'd like to share with yoehdaurily.

| don’t mind if it's handwritten or typed, given to me or emailegf¢ster@aol.com
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If you are interested in going on a group holiday with the church
please let me know if you are interested so | can get a more accurate quotation.

Best wishes,
Janet X

Children wed, the nest have flown
Years have fled, we're on our own,
Money saved, retirement nears,
These are now our silver years.

Our love stood firm, our love stood sure,
We never could have asked for more,
And can we really be this old?

These for sure, our years of gold.

Keep Smiling
Let's all make a lasting vow
Starting from today
To find the very best in life
Whatever comes our way.
Learning to be patient
When we’re sometimes apt to snap
Keeping cool and calm
Instead of whirling in a flap.
Showing off a chirpy smile
To banish that old frown
Making sure we won't let
Any upsets get us down.
Kindliness spreads far and wide
Bring happiness each day
The cost is small, the value great
The thought in hearts will stay
Elizabeth Gozney

Dust if you Must

Dust if you must, but wouldn't it be better

To paint a picture or write a letter.

Bake a cake or plant a seed

Ponder the difference between ‘want’ and a need.

Dust if you must, but there’s not much time
With rivers to cross and mountains to climb.
Music to head and books to read
Friends to cherish and life to lead

Dust if you must, but the world’s out there

With the sun in your eyes and wind in your hair
A flutter of snow, a shower of rain

This day will not come again

Dust if you must, but bear in mind
Old age will come — and it's not kind.
And when you go — and go you must
You yourself will make more dust!

Remember — a house becomes a home when you can write ‘I love you’ on the furniture.
Featured in St Stephens Church magazine, Blackburn




Designed by God
Romans 12:3-8
“We have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same function.” V4

The following is an extract from ‘Daily Bread’ — bi ble readings that a lot of our
fellowship use. As we look around us and seethed ifferences in our looks, our
personalities, our background maybe there’s a messa  ge for us here that we all need to
heed.

Bison are made in such a way that their natural inclination is to look down; the design of their
necks makes it difficult for them to look up. In contrast, giraffes are designed in a way that
makes looking up easy; the way their necks were made makes it difficult for them to look
down. Two creatures created by the same God but with distinctively different body parts and
purposes. Giraffes eat leaves from branches above. Bison eat grass from the field below.
God provides food for both and neither has to become like the other to eat.

As we observe the animals and people around us, we’re reminded that God made each of us
unique for a purpose. One person’s natural tendency is to look up and see the “big picture,”
while another looks down and focuses on details. Both are important. One is not better than
the other. God gave us individual talents and spiritual gifts so that we can work together as a
body.

Human beings are the crowning jewel of creation, and we shine the brightest not when we
see our own likeness reflected in others but when each of us performs the unique functions
that God designed for us to do. “Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us, let us use them” (Rom 12:6). — Julie Ackerman Link

By God’s wise designing
We are wonderfully made,
Every part essential
And in perfect balance laid. — Anon

There are no unimportant members in the body of Chr  ist.

Bible Quiz — How Many:-
(Quotations from N.L.V. where appropriate)

Days did it take God to complete “the heavens and the earth in all their vast array”?

People went into the ark?

Years did the Israelites wander in the wilderness?

Assyrians did the angel of the LORD kill in response to Hezekiah’s prayer?

Commandments did Moses receive aon tablets of stone on Mount Sinai? Can you

remember them? In order?

Psalms in the book of Psalms?

Had not bowed their knees to Baal in spite of Jezebel's persecution?

So-called “Horsemen of the Apocalypse” were there? Can you remember the colour of

each horse and who was riding them?

9. Days was the divine messenger sent to Daniel delayed by “the prince of the Persian
kingdom™?

10.Legions of angels at least did Jesus Christ say he could call up to deliver him from his
captors?

11.Years is our normal “length of days™?

12.Days did Jonah predict it would be until Nineveh would be overthrown?

Answers at the bottom of page 7
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London Baptist Association
in partnership with
BMS World Mission

The London Event

with the
LBA Annual Assembly 2008

will be held on
Saturday 7 June 2008

at
Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church
Part of the meeting is usually the annual business meeting of the Association.
Anyone from LBA member Churches can attend but only members of the Assembly

can vote on business.
Further details from theBA Office

FOR ANYONE INVOLVED WITH SMALL CHURCHES

A London Baptist Association Training Initiative
organised by th&€mall Church Connexion

Practical Workshops
To Encourage Small Church Leaders

There will be a follow-on series of practical workshops during 2008 involving Jonathamdsdwa

Sat 16 Feb Workshops about Discipleship and Mission
Sat 17 May Workshops about All age worship and Buildings
Sat5July Workshops about Partnership and Fellipwsh
Sat4 Oct  Workshops about Children and Young People

Further details fronilary Taylor
LBA Small Church Enabler



FELLOWSHIP NEWS

Please continue to pray for Jecinta, Eric, Tamara and Christian Firth as they continue their
visit to Kenya and pray that the Lord keeps them safe.

Also pray for Margaret Borley as she has further problems with her leg, pray that the Lord will
place his healing hands upon her.

Remember in your prayers John and Victoria Longhor and their family, as they remain parted
by John's work in Nigeria.

Please pray for Betty Oliver who is quite poorly at the moment, may she know the Lords hand
is upon her.

Remember the work of the Boys & Girls Brigade in our Church and also the work of the
Sunday Schools.

Pray for Malcolm Martin as he continues to work for the Lord, may the Lord give him strength
and peace.

Please remember Martyn Fisher and Rita as Martyn awaits the operation on his foot, may the
Lord give him patience and his peace.

The Bible is the Word of God,
Still fresh through all the ages;
But we must read if we're to find

The wisdom in its pages.
---- Sper

Please advise Joan if you have any news of the Fell  owship that you wish to share with others !

Yours in his Service Joan

Dates for your Diary

Barking (CTh;

rs the CTB &
11
&2" Sunday24 February to be followed by a
t (Godfrey ¢ Bring n’Share lunch
% S # all the churt  Rev Dr Pat Took, Regional Minister of
lership even|  the London Baptist Association will be
+1 45 6 preaching.

BOOKS AND MEDIA




When | was at school (many years ago) most of my teachers disapproved of comics. No
doubt they believed that their pupils should be devoting their time to more worthy reading
material. Undaunted by their disapproval, | became an avid reader of American comic books,
and even began to write and distribute my own comics featuring a not very original range of
super-heroes of my own invention.

Several decades later, with the advent of so-called graphic novels and a more adult
approach to the writing and illustration of comics, the humble comic has become more
intellectually respectable, although some Christian critics still take exception to the graphic
level of violence found in many titles..

Ross Lawhead considers the link between the Christian faith and the comics industry
in his article New Boy on the Strip — the Manga Jesus which appears in the Church Times
for 9 March 2007. Lawhead takes as his starting point the recent publication of The Manga
Bible — New Testament (Hodder and Stoughton, £9.99, ISBN 978-0340910443) which re-
tells the stories of Jesus in the currently popular Manga format pioneered by Japanese comic
illustrators.

Lawhead points out that back in the 1950s. when there was widespread concern about
the moral content of American comics, C.S. Lewis described comic books as “quite
harmless”. However, the Rev. Marcus Morris was so concerned about the threat of moral
corruption that he launched the Eagle comic in which Bible stories appeared alongside the
space adventures of Dan Dare.

Charles Schultz, creator of the Peanuts comic strip was originally a member of the
Church of God but, according to Lawhead, later described himself as a “secular humanist”.
This did not prevent Robert Short from writing The Gospel According to Peanuts
(Westminster John Knox Press, £8.20, ISBN 978-0664222222) which used the cartoon
adventures of Charlie Brown, Snoopy, Linus and their friends to illustrate some basic
themes of the Christian faith. Four decades later, Short's book is still in print and retains its
reputation as a classic of contemporary Christian communication.

Ross Lawhead has himself ventured into producing comics with a Christian theme and
his Hero series of graphic novels - co-written with his novelist father Stephen Lawhead - is
currently available from the NavPress Publishing Group.

2008 marks the seventieth anniversary of the world's best known comic book character
— Superman. Stephen Skelton's The Gospel According to the World's Greatest
Superhero (Harvest House Publishers, £7.99, ISBN 0-7369-1812-4) provides a fascinating
account of religious themes in Superman and considers evidence that the creators of the
Man of Steel took many of the elements in their story from the life of Jesus as recorded in the
New Testament.



And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us;

Popular Psalm
Can you work out which number represents a letter of the alphabet to learnt tiveefio§ a psalm?



